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Board Research Report:  1.  Virtual Voting 
 
On September 20, 2021, the NC State Legislature passed House Bill 320 permitting electronic 
voting at home owners association business meetings.  The bill replaced an earlier executive 
order by the governor signed based on pandemic necessity.  The DVCA began using virtual 
voting in 2021 based on the executive order.  The board is considering recommending a 
revision of the DVCA Bylaws to incorporate virtual voting per the NC statute.  This will require 
changes to DVCA Bylaws Article IV, Member Meetings and Voting, SEC 4-7 Manner of Casting 
Votes. 
A revision of the DVCA Bylaws requires a positive vote by a majority of qualified voters. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The following summary of Bill 320 is taken from the NC State Legal Blog 
North Carolina Electronic Meeting and Voting Bill Signed into Law 
October 1, 2021 | Share: 
Below is a summary of the chief provisions of the bill: 
 
The definition of “vote” has been expanded to include ballots cast through an electronic 
voting system. 
The board of directors is empowered to adopt emergency bylaws “if a natural or man-made 
disaster impedes the ability of the corporation’s board of directors or members to comply 
with one or more provisions of the corporation’s bylaws.” 
Membership meetings may now be held in person or by means of “remote communication.” 
The board of directors may determine that the meeting will be conducted solely by electronic 
means, but there must be measures in place to ensure that each person voting is in fact a 
member, and members must be able to participate in the meeting and vote to the same 
extent if the meeting was held in person. Members must have the opportunity to 
communicate during the meeting and read or hear the proceedings.  Note that the statute 
doesn’t say that members must be afforded the opportunity to “speak;” thus, allowing them 
to communicate with the chat feature on virtual platforms should satisfy this requirement. 
Notices that are required to be given to members may be transmitted by email if the member 
has designated an email address for that purpose. 
 
This subject was researched by John Brown.  If you have questions feel free to contact John. 
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Virtual Voting Questions and Comments 
 

1.  Do you support including the virtual voting permissions of NC House Bill 
320 in the DVCA Bylaws? 

 
 
 
 

2.  If you have concerns, recommendations or comments to share with 
board, please list them below: 

 
 
 
 


